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CHI Oakes Hospital 
Foundation to host 
Casino Night 2024

FCCU promotes 
Jared Meiklejohn

Sam Schmidt achieves 
journeyman lineworker status

Oakes Archery team starts season

Forman, ND 
man facing 
aggravated 
assault 
charges

Oakes School Board votes to 
call special election, part 5

CHI Oakes Hospital Founda-
tion is excited to announce their 
7th Annual Casino Night.  This 
is an annual fundraising event 
that assists the hospital in bet-
ter serving the local community.  
Casino Night is set for Friday, 
March 22 at the Angry Beaver 
Lodge in Oakes, starting at 6:00 
p.m.  There will be a buffet din-
ner, silent auction, live auction, 
raffle, liquor pull, Plinko, games 
of chance, bingo, live music, 
and more!  

We will also once again be 
hosting a Cornhole Tournament 
during Casino Night.  If you are 
interested in signing up a team, 
or would like more info, please 
call Denise Wagner at 710-
0456.

Money raised this year will be 
allocated to patient equipment 
needs.  With funds raised from 
past events we were able to 
replace patient beds, purchase 
equipment to upgrade our oper-
ating rooms, purchase laborato-
ry equipment to enhance patient 
care, purchase recliners for pa-

tient rooms, and also purchase 
an ultrasound machine for more 
robust pain management ser-
vices.  CHI Oakes Hospital is 
proud to be able to provide a 
place for community members 
to recover and heal close to 
home, without having to travel 
to larger cities. 

If you or your business would 
like more information on being a 
sponsor of our event or donat-
ing an item for the live or silent 
auction, please contact Renee 
at 742-3846.

Tickets are $50 in advance 
and $60 at the door.  Included 
in the price will be a buffet, live 
music from the Woofers, and 
$1700 in Casino Cash. Tick-
ets are available at CHI Oakes 
Hospital, by calling 742-3291, or 
by visiting our website at www.
oakeshospital.com.  Tickets are 
also available for purchase at 
Angry Beaver Lodge.  To see 
auction items and more details, 
be sure to like CHI Oakes Hos-
pital Clinic on Facebook. 

On Friday, January 12th, at the 
regular monthly board meeting of 
the Oakes Public School Board, 
members of the board voted 
unanimously to call a special 
election to approve the issuance 
of general obligation bonds for 
school building construction pur-
poses.  On March 14th, district 
voters will decide on a $14.84 
million plan to address critical fa-
cility challenges at our 100-year-
old school building. If approved, 
this plan will provide our school 
with:

• New HVAC systems
• Accessible bathrooms
• Updated kitchen infrastructure
• Repaired underground plumb-

ing
Visit OurSchoolOurFuture.

org to learn more about the plan 
to maintain key infrastructure 
throughout our school building.

As a district, we have been and 
will continue to be committed to 
ensuring transparency about de-
cision making and information 
pertaining to the proposed proj-
ect.  During the next two months, 
we will be sharing a series of  
facility questions and answers 
(FQAs) focused and guided by 
stakeholder input.  It you have any 
questions or concerns, please 
contact Anna Sell, Oakes Public 

School Superintendent, at anna.
sell@k12.nd.us or 742-3234.

What happens if the referen-

dum fails?

Our critical building needs are 
not going away. Our school board 
carefully considered input from 
staff, students, and residents to 
propose a plan that prioritizes 
what our community said were 
the highest priorities for our build-
ing. The district can’t proceed 
with these urgent improvements if 
voters reject the referendum. Our 
current budget is insufficient to 
address the full scope of repairs, 
renovations, and ongoing mainte-
nance. Without the referendum, 
there’s no other funding source. 
Our infrastructure challenges will 
worsen, disrupting education and 
increasing costs for issues that 
need to be addressed today.

Why don’t we build a new 

school?

The district explored this option.  
North Dakota Century Code limits 
the amount of debt a school can 
take on. This limit is 10% of the 
total assessed value of a district 
property. The total assessed val-
ue of Oakes Public School is ap-
proximately $230 million, which 
equates to a total debt amount of 
$23 million. Building a new school 
would require $50-$60 million, 

which is not a feasible option for 
our district and taxpayers. By ad-
dressing our most critical needs 
now, we can remove the risk of 
infrastructure failures that will dis-
rupt education, reduce the high 
costs of emergency repairs, and 
prolong the life of our building so 
it can be used for many years to 
come.

Are tax credits available to 

help with the costs of tax im-

pact on my property?

The Primary Residence Credit 
(PRC) was established during 
the 2023 Legislative Session. 
The credit provides all North Da-
kota homeowners with the option 
to apply for a state property tax 
credit through the North Dakota 
Office of State Tax Commissioner. 
Homeowners with an approved 
application may receive up to a 
$500 credit against their 2024 
and 2025 property tax obligation. 
To be eligible for the credit, you 
must own a home (house, mobile 
home, townhome, duplex, or con-
do) in North Dakota and reside 
in it as your primary residence. 
There are no age restrictions or 
income limitations for this credit. 
Only one Primary Residence 
Credit is available per household. 
You can learn more at www.tax.
nd.gov/prc.

By Steve Urness, NewsDakota
Forman, N.D. (KFGO) – A 

man has been charged after a 
teenage boy was lit on fire in 
Sargent County, ND last week-
end.

Sheriff Travis Paeper says it 
happened at a farm shop early 
Sunday morning, February 11. 
His department learned of it 
later that day. Video of the in-
cident is circulating on social 
media and the sheriff was able 
to recover a copy of the video.

Paeper says the 15-year-
old victim was at a party when 
a juvenile male sprayed him 
with brake cleaner. 19-year-old 
Lance Tyler, of Forman, then 
used a torch to ignite the victim 
as the victim ran up a flight of 
stairs where others at the party 
put out the flames. The victim 
received 2nd and 3rd degree 
burns on his neck, face and 
ear.

Tyler was later arrested in 
Wahpeton. He’s charged with 
felony aggravated assault with 
a dangerous weapon and reck-
less endangerment. The bond 
was set at $10,000.

Charges are pending for the 
juvenile male who sprayed the 
teen with the brake cleaner.

COLUMN 1
PUBLIC LIBRARY HOURS, 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 
1:30-5:30; Wednesday: 1:30-7:30; 
Friday: 1:30-3:30.  

POP TABS FOR RONALD MC-
DONALD HOUSE can be dropped 
off at the Oakes Times. 

FULLERTON TOPS, 7:15 a.m. 
Wednesdays, Fullerton Elevator 
Meeting Room.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS, 
8:00 p.m. Mon., Wed. and Sat., 
201 S. 5th St., Oakes.

AL ANON, 8:00 p.m., Mon. at 
201 S. 5th St., Oakes.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY at 
Oakes Church of the Nazarene 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m.

OAKES COMMUNITY CENTER  
is open for walking 8:30 a.m.-3:30 
p.m. Monday-Friday.

OAKES BONE BUILDERS 
classes meet every Mon., Wed. 
and Fri. at the Oakes Senior Cen-
ter at 10:00 a.m. Call Jen at 742-
3509.

BINGO AT THE SENIOR CEN-
TER every Monday at 1:00 p.m. 
Everyone welcome!

CITY HALL HOURS: Monday-
Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Phone: 
701-742-2137. On their website: 
oakesnd.com/City Alerts, you will 
find current Public Works Dept. no-
tifications.

PHOTOS WANTED! CHI Oakes 
Hospital is looking for high resolu-
tion photos to redecorate the main 
lobby of the hospital. Photos can 
be emailed toalison.peterson@
commonspirit.org. Questions, call 
Alison at 742-3848.

REPENT, REBOOT, RESOLVE! 
A series of three presentations at 
St. Charles Catholic Church be-
gins Sunday, February 25 at 1:30 
p.m., and continues Monday Feb-
ruary 26 at 6:30 p.m.  and Tues-
day, February 27 at 6:30 p.m.

OPS Staff Spotlight...

#WEAREOAKES
Submitted by Anna Sell, 
Superintendent

Name: Joan Orner
How long have you 

been at OPS? 16 years. 
What does your job en-

tail? 
I’m a custodian. I main-

tain and clean the school 
for students and staff.   

What is the best part of 
your job at OPS? 

The friendly atmo-
sphere and flexible 
hours.  

What piece of advice 
would you give our stu-
dents? 

Be respectful and kind. Always 
treat others as you would like to 
be treated.  

What is something others don’t 
know about you? 

When I was younger, I rode on 
the back of my mom’s bicycle and 
got my foot caught in the spoke of 
her bike. To this day I have a scar 
on my ankle as a reminder.

Who has been the biggest influ-
encer in your life? 

My mom. She is and always 

has been my biggest supporter. I 
think of her as a friend as well as 
my mother.  

If you could pick any superpow-
er, what would it be and why? 

Invisibility. Then I could go 
around unseen and actually see 
what teachers and students do 
behind closed doors.  

What does it mean to you to be 
a Tornado? 

Once a Tornado, always a Tor-
nado. I love seeing all the team 
spirit and the support of all the 
Tornado fans young and old.

First Community Credit 
Union (FCCU) is proud 
to announce the re-
cent promotion of Jared 
Meiklejohn to Ag/Com-
mercial Loan Officer. 
He will be located at the 
Oakes Branch at 103 N 
7th Street. 

Meiklejohn, originally 
from Dickey, ND, earned 
his bachelor’s degree in 
Sports Management from 
Valley City State Univer-
sity. He joined FCCU in 
August of 2023, as a Fi-
nancial Service Specialist 
at the Valley City branch. When 
asked about his new position, he 
says, “I’m looking forward to my 
new position with FCCU because 
I believe this is a great opportu-
nity to help members in a smaller 
community like the one I grew 
up in. Smaller communities like 
Oakes have a lot of great people 
that I’m excited to start working 

with over the next few months.”
During its 85-year history, 

First Community Credit Union 
has grown to be North Dakota’s 
largest Credit Union. As a credit 
union, FCCU is owned by its 
members. The Credit Union’s 
profits are returned to the mem-
bers in the form of better servic-
es, accounts, and favorable rates 
on savings and loans.

Sam Schmidt, Oakes, gradu-
ated from the North Dakota 
Association of Rural Electrics 
(NDAREC)  apprenticeship pro-
gram.

Schmidt, who has been em-
ployed by Dakota Valley Electric 
Cooperative (DVEC) at its Oakes 
outpost since April 2022, has 
completed the 8,000 hours of 
paid on-the-job training, plus 400 
hours of study required to achieve 
journeyman lineworker status.  

His achievement was recog-
nized during a ceremony at the 
60thy NDAREC Apprenticeship, 
Training and Safety Conference, 
held Jan. 11 in Mandan

Schmidt was born and raised 
in Fargo, where he attended el-
ementary and high school, grad-
uating from Fargo South High 
School in 2015. 

Following graduation, 
Schmidt worked as an 
apprentice electrician, 
before deciding he want-
ed a career as a utility 
lineworker.  He then en-
rolled at the Bismarck 
State College (BSC)  
Energy Center for Excel-
lence, where, in 2018, he 
received an applied sci-
ence degree and appren-
tice lineworker certificate.

During his time at BSC, 
he received intense in-
struction in all areas of 
power line construction, 
equipment operation and main-
tenance. The course of study 
included classroom, and indoor 
and outdoor lab work in prepara-
tion for a career in the electric util-
ity industry.   

Prior to joining DVEC’s work-
force, Schmidt was employed at 
Cass County Electric Coopera-
tive, where he worked as an ap-
prentice lineworker at the coop-
erative’s West Fargo and Kindred 
outposts.

Submitted by Jeff Wiek
The 2023-2024 Oakes Archery 

Team started the season with 48 
archers. The Elementary Team 
(4th-5th) has 16 members, the 
Middle Team (6th-8th) has 23 
members, and the High School 
Team (9th-12th) has nine mem-
bers.

The High School Team num-
bers were down this year, not al-
lowing us to register a Bullseye 
Team at the state tournament in 
March - we needed 12. But, we 
have had a great group of first 
year archers on the Elemen-
tary Team, as well as the Middle 

Team. We also have a group of 
around ten 3rd graders that prac-
tice with us, focusing on NASP 
Safety and learning the funda-
mentals.

The team has gained multiple 
new NASP Certified Archery in-
structors over the last two years. 
Jaidyn Hill, Laura McKown and 
Kathy Moore have been a huge 
help in managing the three sepa-
rate practices on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. We’ve also received 
help from active parents during 
practices.

We greatly appreciate the con-
tinued community support we 

received through our fundraising 
efforts. We wouldn’t be able to do 
what we do without it.

Our Annual Oakes Tourna-
ments are being held February 
23 and 24 at the Oakes Pub-
lic School. This year the Bulls-
eye Tournament will feature 21 
schools with 430 archers, and 
the 3D Tournament will feature 17 
schools with 330 archers partici-
pating. Archers will be shooting 
a total of 28,750 arrows through 
760 scoring flights!

Stop by, have some lunch and 
watch 4th through 12th graders 
from all over the state compete.



INITIAL RESOLUTION FOR GENERAL 
OBLIGATION SCHOOL BUILDING 

BONDS
BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board 

of Oakes Public School District No. 41, 
Dickey, Sargent, Ransom and LaMoure 
Counties, North Dakota (the “School Dis-
trict”), that it is necessary and expedient 
for the School District to issue its general 
obligation school building bonds as here-
after described: 

1.The maximum amount of bonds pro-
posed to be issued is $14,840,000.

2.The purpose for which the bonds are 
proposed to be issued is to provide funds, 
together with any other funds available, 
for high school and gymnasium HVAC and 
window replacement, new ADA compli-
ant restrooms in the high school, under-
ground sewer piping replacement, kitchen 
infrastructure, electrical and plumbing 
improvements, and to otherwise improve, 
renovate, remodel, construct and equip 
school property and make site improve-
ments to school property.

3.The assessed valuation of all tax-
able property in the School District as 
defined in N.D.C.C. Section 21-03-01, is 
$248,304,835 as last finally equalized for 
the year 2023. 

4.The total amount of bonded indebted-
ness of the School District, all issued for 
school building purposes, is $220,000.

Dated: January 12, 2024.
OAKES PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 

NO. 41   Attest:  
President,    Business Manager
Board of Education     
The governing body of the District acted 

on the foregoing resolution at a properly 
noticed meeting held in Oakes, North Da-
kota, on January 12, 2024, with the mo-
tion for adoption made by Brian Seyer and 
seconded by Rhonda Day, and the roll call 
vote on the motion was as follows:

”Aye” Sheila Nagel, Monica Heimbuch, 
Brian Seyer, Rhonda Day, Sonia Meehl

”Nay” none
Absent none
Abstain none

(Published in the Oakes Times 

February 8, 15, & 22, 2024)

RESOLUTION CALLING 
A SPECIAL ELECTION TO 

VOTE ON THE QUESTION OF 
APPROVING INITIAL RESOLUTION                                                                                                                                       

FOR GENERAL OBLIGATION SCHOOL 
BUILDING BONDS

BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board 
of Oakes Public School District No. 41 of 
Dickey, Sargent, Ransom and LaMoure 
Counties, North Dakota (the “School 
District”), as follows:

1. This Board has heretofore adopted 
an initial resolution proposing the issuance 
of general obligation bonds of the School 
District in the principal amount of not to 
exceed $14,840,000 for school building 
construction purposes to the electors. A 
special election in the School District will 
be held on Thursday, March 14, 2024, for 
the purpose of submitting to the qualified 
voters of the School District the question 
of whether the initial resolution for general 
obligation school building bonds should be 
approved.

2. Pursuant to North Dakota Century 
Code, Section 15.1-09-13, the Board 
hereby designates one precinct for the 
election and one polling place.

3. The polling place for said election 
shall be:

 Address 
 Oakes School District Central 

Office
 Location 
 804 Main Ave. Oakes, ND 

58474
The polls will be open at 7:00 a.m., 

Central Time, and shall remain open 
continuously thereafter until 7:00 p.m., 
Central Time.

4. The School Board authorizes the 
administration to employ individuals to act 
as the election officers of said election. 
Said election officers shall count the votes 
cast at said election and shall submit 
signed election returns to this Board for 
canvassing.

5. The Business Manager is hereby 
authorized and directed to cause typed or 
printed ballots to be prepared for use at 
said special election which ballots shall be 
in substantially the form set forth in Exhibit 
A hereto.

6. The Business Manager is hereby 
authorized and directed to give notice of 
said special election by:

 (a) causing a notice thereof 
to be published once each week for at 
least two weeks in the official newspaper 
of the School District, the first of such 
publications to be at least 15 days before 
the date of said election; and

 (b) posting the notice of special 
election on the website of the School 
District prior to the date of said election.

Said notice shall state the date of the 
election, the polling place and polling 
hours, shall contain a complete copy of 

the initial bond resolution, a statement that 
the questions to be submitted at said elec-
tion shall be whether said initial resolu-
tion shall be approved, and the estimated 
additional millage and equivalent dollar 
amount on each $1,000 of taxable valua-
tion for the first taxable year after all of the 
bonds are issued, and whether the limit of 
indebtedness of the School District shall 
be increased.

7.The election shall be held and con-
ducted in accordance with the provisions 
of Chapter 15.1-09 of the North Dakota 
Century Code. After the votes are can-
vassed, and within 24 hours after the 
polls are closed, the judges shall make 
their returns to the Business Manager of 
the School District, which shall meet on 
Wednesday, March 27, 2024, for the pur-
pose of canvassing the returns, declaring 
the results, and taking such further action 
relative to the questions voted on as may 
then be determined appropriate.

Dated: January 12, 2024.
OAKES PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 

NO. 41  Attest:
Sonia Meehl Shannon Jepsom
President, Board Manager
of Education
The governing body of the District acted 

on the foregoing resolution at a properly 
noticed meeting held in Oakes, North Da-
kota, on January 12, 2024, with the motion 
for adoption made by Monica Heimbuch 
and seconded by Brian Seyer, and the roll 
call vote on the motion was as follows:

”Aye” Brian Seyer, Sheila Nagel, Rhon-
da Day, Monica Heimbuch, Sonia Meehl

”Nay” none
Absent none
Abstain none

(Published in the Oakes Times 

February 8, 15, & 22, 2024)

OFFICIAL BALLOT
March 14, 2024

OAKES PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
NO. 41 OF DICKEY, SARGENT, 

RANSOM AND LAMOURE COUNTIES 
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

QUESTION #1
Shall Oakes Public School District 

No. 41 of Dickey, Sargent, Ransom and 
LaMoure Counties, North Dakota, issue its 
general obligation bonds in an amount not 
to exceed $14,840,000 maturing within a 
maximum of 20 years, resulting in an es-
timated additional millage of 51.24 mills, 
equal to $51.24 on each $1,000 of taxable 
valuation for the first taxableyear, for the 
purpose of providing funds, together with 
any other funds available, for high school 
and gymnasium HVAC and window re-
placement, new ADA compliant restrooms 
in the high school, underground sewer 
piping replacement, kitchen infrastructure, 
electrical and plumbing improvements, 
and to otherwise improve, renovate, re-
model, construct and equip school proper-
ty and make site improvements to school 
property.

Yes........[  ]
No........[  ]

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS:
Voters desiring to vote in favor of the 

foregoing propositions should mark a 
cross (X) in the space opposite the word 
“Yes.” Voters desiring to vote against such 
propositions should mark a cross(X) in the 
space opposite the word “No.”

(Published in the Oakes Times 

February 8, 15, & 22, 2024)

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 

Thursday, March 14, 2024, a special elec-
tion will be held in Oakes Public School 
District No. 41 of Dickey, Sargent, Ran-
som and LaMoure Counties, North Da-
kota, for the purpose of submitting to the 
voters of the School District, the question 
as to whether the following Initial Resolu-
tion for the issuance of general obligation 
bonds adopted by the School Board of the 
School District on January 12, 2024, at a 
regular meeting of the School Board duly 
called and held, shall be approved:

BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board 
of Oakes Public School District No. 41, 
Dickey, Sargent, Ransom and LaMoure 
Counties, North Dakota (the “School Dis-
trict’), that it is necessary and expedient 
for the School District to issue its general 
obligation school building bonds as here-
after described:

1. The maximum amount of bonds pro-
posed to be issued is $14,840,000.

2. The purpose for which the bonds are 
proposed to be issued is to provide funds, 
together with any other funds available, 
for high school and gymnasium HVAC and 
window replacement, new ADA compli-
ant restrooms in the high school, under-
ground sewer piping replacement, kitchen 
infrastructure, electrical and plumbing 
improvements, and to otherwise improve, 
renovate, remodel, construct and equip 
school property and make site improve-
ments to school property.

3. The assessed valuation of all tax-

able property in the School District as 
defined in N.D.C.C. Section 21-03-01, is 
$248,304,835 as last finally equalized for 
the year 2023. 

4. The total amount of bonded indebt-
edness of the School District, all issued for 
school building purposes, is $220,000.

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that 
the School District intends to issue the 
$14,840,000 general obligation bonds 
resulting in an additional millage of 51,24 
mills, equal to $51.24 on each $1,000 of 
taxable valuation for the first taxable year 
after all of the bonds are issued.

AND YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED 
AS FOLLOWS:

That the polling place for holding the 
election will be:

Oakes School District Central Office
804 Main Ave.
Oakes, ND 58474
And you are further notified that the 

polls of the election will be open at 7:00 
a.m., CT, and will remain open continu-
ously thereafter until 7:00 p.m., CT, of that 
day; and that the election is to be held on 
Thursday, March 14, 2024.

DATED: January 12, 2024.
BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD 

OF OAKES PUBLIC SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT NO. 41 OF DICKEY, SARGENT, 
RANSOM AND LAMOURE COUNTIES, 
NORTH DAKOTA.

Anna Sell, Superintendent

(Published in the Oakes Times 

February 8, 15, & 22, 2024)

OAKES SCHOOL BOARD MEETING
JANUARY 12, 2024,7 AM

CENTRAL CONFRENCE ROOM
President Sonia Meehl called the meet-

ing to order at 7 am.
Those in attendance were Board Presi-

dent Sonia Meehl, Vice President Monica 
Heimbuch, Boardmembers Sheila Nagel, 
Rhonda Day and Brian Seyer. Also in at-
tendance were Superintendent Anna Sell, 
Business Manager Shannon Jepson, 
Elementary Principal Greg Dobitz, High 
School Principal Jordan Lynch, Mainte-
nance Dave Ehrlin. Also in attendance 
was Kirk Hamm from ICS. Joining via 
zoom were teachers Kayla Meierotto, 
Becca Roberts, and Emily Petersen, join-
ing from ICS were Lori Christenson and 
Eryn Sorensen, joining from Elliot and Mc-
Mahon LLC were Marcia McMahon and 
Sue Deigaard.

Call to Order:

Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
Sheila Nagel moved to accept the agen-

da, Brian Seyer second. Motion passed.
All visitors were welcomed. Superinten-

dent Sell read a shoutout recognizing all 
winter activities and the famous Cowbell 
game wins and bringing the treasured 
Cowbell back to Oakes.

Student Outcomes-Goals and Guard-

rails:

Progress Monitoring Goal #1-Reading. 
Elementary Principal Dobitz shared the 
Goal Progress Measures GPM 1.1 K-2 
Learners and GPM 1.2 3-6 Learners

October, November, December board 
meeting time tracker was moved forward 
to next meeting.

OPS Board Self-Evaluation. Board 
members went through the objectives to 
determine how far the board has come in 
the objectives.
 Objective 1=Proficient
 Objective 2=Proficient
 Objective 5=Partially Proficient 
(goal to meet proficient by April 2024)
 Objective 3=Proficient
 Objective 4=Novice (goal to 
meet partially proficient by April 2024)
 Objective 6=Does not meet 
(goal to meet novice by April 2024)

Heimbuch moved to approve the self-
evaluation score of 31. Rhonda Day sec-
ond. Roll call taken. Motion passed 5-0.

Consent Agenda:

Includes Approval of December 15, 
2023 Regular Meeting Minutes, Approval 
of December 22, 2023 Special Board 
Meeting Minutes, Received November 
2023 Financial Reports, Approved No-
vember 2023 Bills, Approve Second Read-
ing and Final Adoption of Amended Policy 
AAC, Approve Superintendent Guardrails, 
Approve Progress Monitoring Calen-
dar, Approve December 2023 Pledge of 
Assets, Approve Budget Amendment. 
Sheila Nagel moved to approve the Con-
sent Agenda Brian Sever second motion, 
passed.

Reports:

No action required. The following were 
in board packet: Business Manager’s Re-
port, Superintendent’s Report, SRCTC 
December Board Meeting Minutes, SV-
SEU December Board Meeting Minutes.

Items for Discussion and Possible Ac-

tion:

Facilities Discussion: Brian Seyer 
moved, Rhonda Day second to approve 
initial resolution for general obligation 
school building bonds. Discussion en-
sued. The $14,840,000.00 general obliga-
tion bond includes HVAC, windows, ADA 

restrooms, sewer piping replacement, and 
kitchen update. Roll Call vote taken. Mo-
tion passed 5-0. See Attachment A

Monica Heimbuch moved, Brian Seyer 
second to give notice of Special Election. 
Discussion ensued. Roll Call vote taken. 
Motion passed 5-0. See Attachment B 
(which includes Ballot and Resolution call-
ing a special election to vote on the ques
tion of approving initial resolution for gen-
eral obligation school building bonds)

Approve Seyer Plumbing Bill:
Sheila Nagel moved to approve the 

Seyer Plumbing & Heating Inc. for $91.43. 
Rhonda Day second. Roll call taken. Mo-
tion passed 4-0 with Brian Seyer abstain-
ing. 

2024-2025 OPS District Calendar:
Sheila Nagel moved to approve the 

2024-2025 district calendar as presented. 
Monica Heimbuch second. Discussion en-
sued. Roll call vote taken; motion passed 
5-0.

2024 School Board Election: 
Sheila Nagel made a motion to have 

Tuesday, June 4, 2024, as the regular 
school board election, with the canvasing 
to take place on Monday, June 17, 2024, 
at the Oakes Public School Central Con-
ference Room, from 11 am-7 pm and to 
pay the workers $10/hour. Rhonda Day 
second. Positions open are an in-town po-
sition and a rural, east of Highway 1 posi-
tion. Roll call vote taken. Motion passed 
5-0.

Future Meetings:
Regular Meeting, Friday, February 9, 

2024, at 7:00 am at SRCTC
Regular Meeting, Friday, March 15, 

2024, at 7:00 am, Central Conference 
Room

Adjournment:

There being no further business for the 
good of the order, President Sonia Meehl 
adjourned the meeting at 8:42 am.

Sonia Meehl,             Shannon Jepson,
President                 Business Manager

Bills Approved:
A & B Business Inc   4,751.33 
Adobe    128.27 
Agtegra-Oakes Bulk  128.99 
Allard Trophy Co  164.25 
Amazon    2,125.21 
Apple Computer   2,364.30 
Aramark Uniform Services  242.32
Bakke, John   100.00 
Barnes County North Public School   
   583.69 
Believe Kids Fundraising  2,781.60 
BK Custom T’s & More  412.00 
Bound To Stay Bound Books Inc  442.69 
BSN Sports LLC   1,998.00 
Carrington Public School  868.63 
Caseys Business Mastercard  1,036.88 
Caseys    77 76 
Central Valley Health District  160.00 
Charras &Tequila   100.80 
Cline, Lucas   66.00 
Coca Cola Bottling High Country   
   1,338.00 
Colepapers Inc   5,043.75 
Computer Express   50.00 
Corner C-Store   711.63 
Cranemerchandising Systems Inc 13.95 
Dakota Improvement Inc  205.00 
Dakota Water Solutions  150.00 
Dickey Rural Networks  5,209.98 
Dickey Rural Networks  36,676.98
Dinger, Cory   55.00 

Duvall, Grace   224.00 
East Side Jersey Dairy  3,226.31 
Eckroth Music Company  28.17 
Edgeley Public School  509.53 
EDPuzzle Pro Teacher  12.50 
Ellendale Public School  583.80 
Elliott & McMahon LLC  2,000.00 
Emergency Lighting  59.64 
Engel, Lawrence   108.63 
Follett Content Solutions, LLC 247.45 
Garr, Sophie   40.00 
German, Judy   25.00 
Gerrells Sports Center Inc  1,437.40 
Global Industrial   302.78 
Grainger    49.04
Grandma Blues Bakery And Cafe 150.00 
Greater Southeast ITV Consortium   
   4,000.00
Grover, Mary Jo   98.32 
Haafke, Kalyn   50.00 
Hampton Inn   1,288.60 
Hankel, Jolynn   50.00
Haugen, Cari   64.30 
Heimbuch, Monica   243.66 
Hill, Jaidyn   112.00 
Hoffman, Bobbi   20.00
HUDL 2,   197.00 
IThreeG Media   125.00 
Joann Fabrics   209.72 
Johnson, Mckenzie   28.00 
JW Pepper & Son, Inc  39.75 
Kelly, Jordyn   100.00 
Lamoure Public Schools  591.29 
Lisbon Public Schools  100.00 
Lynch, Jordan   160.00 
Mackin Educational Resources 44.34
McGraw Hill School Education Holdings 
LLC    630.96 
Mcguire, Jessica   50.00 
Meehl, Sonia   235.80 
Mertz Lumber And Supply  15.99
Midkota Public School  665.37 
Missoula Children’s Theatre  2,900.00 
Monson, Mike  20.00 
Musland, Kallie   28.00 
National Safety Council  45.00 
Nelson, Shay   22.00 
North Dakota Attorney General 82.50 
North Dakota Council Of Educational 
Leaders    250.00 
North Dakota High School AA 557.30 
Oakes Area Chamber Of Commerce  
   510.00 
Oakes City Of   1,220.50 
Oakes Times-Nordmark Publishing   
   616.78
Oakes Truck And Trailer Center 3,776.43 
Ole And Lenas Pizzeria  8,212.50 
Otter Tail Power   6,414.53 
Paintner, Nancy   69.50 
Parts Supply   346.74 
Paul, Robin   352.40
Payschools   1,080.00 
Penworthy Company  208.77 
Plunketts Pest Control Inc  221.36
Praskas Hardware Inc  64.60 
Ptacek, Darren   22.00 
Quadient Leasing Usa Inc 1,003.00
Radisson Hotel Bismarck  385.20 
Red River Valley Writing Project At NDSU  
   300.00
Riddell All American Sports  7,735.23 
Roberts, Becca   107.00 
Roberts, Zach   336.00
Ronningen, Christy   25.00 
Sanford Athletic Training  737.50 
Sanford Health Occupational Medicine   
   1,063.00 
Schieler, Elizabeth   312.00 
Schneider, Ryan   283.00

Scholastic Book Fairs  17.98 
Scripps National Spelling Bee 360.00 
Sell, Randy   33.00
Seyer Plumbing & Heating Inc 260.45 
Seyer, Brian   259.11 
Shell Oil    40.48 
Sheyenne Valley Special Educ Unit  
   22,839.51 
Sitzler, Jeremy   11.00 
Skoglund, Jeremy   44.00 
Stamart Travel Centers  32.27 
Stage Partners   180.00 
Steiner, Tara   60.00 
Steins, Inc   1,235.53
Subway Lisbon   279.92 
Super Note   564.00 
Sysco North Dakota Inc  6,441.17 
Texas Roadhouse   125.86 
Thorpe, Robert   11.00 
Thorpe, Ross   11.00 
ThreeX Gear LLC   1,855.00
Tornado Stop   4,334.04 
Tornado Watch   500.00 
Track Wrestling   151.00 
United States Foods  12,076.46 
United States Postal Service  300.00 
US    10.00 
Valley City Public Schools 100.00 
Vista Print   142.20 
Visto, Gary   113.00 
Vistos Carquest   16.44 
Warren, Kathryn  85.00 
Weber. Kylie   50.00 
WexHealth   84.00 
Zacks Repair Inc   243.75

(Published in the Oakes Times 

February 22, 2024)

SCHOOL BOARD OPENINGS
The annual election for the Oakes Public 

Schools District #41 will be held Tuesday, 
June 4, 2024, at the Oakes Public School 
Central Conference Room. THe polls will be 
open from 11am-7pm.

The Directorships to be filled at this elec-
tion are:

1. Three-year term from Rural Area East 
of Highway 1.

2. Three-year term from in Town.
Individuals seeking to have their name on 

the ballot for this office will need to complete 
the required forms and file with the school 
business manager office before 4:00 pm, 
April 1, 2024.

The required forms may be obtained 
and submitted to the Business Manager at 
Oakes Public School, 804 Main Avenue, 
Oakes nd 58474 during regular business 
hours.

Shannon Jepson
Business Manager

701-742-3234
Shannon.jepson@k12.nd.us

(Published in the Oakes Times 

February 22, & 29, 2024)

 

Oakes Enhancement Annual Meeting

The Annual Meeting for Oakes 
Enhancement, Inc. will take place prior to 
the regularly scheduled Board of Directors 
meeting Thursday, March 14, 2024,  at 
7:00 a.m.  The meeting will be held at the 
Oakes Community Center Meeting Suite.  
Items to be addressed include a financial 
review of the past year and election of 
Board Members.

(Published in the Oakes Times 

February 22, 29, & March 7, 2024
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Letters to the 
Editor policy

The Oakes Times wel-
comes letters to the editor on 
issues of public interest. To be 
published, letter must:

- Be signed and include 
your address. Unsigned letters 
will not be considered. Letters 
may not contain thank you’s.

-  T h e  O a k e s  T i m e s 
reserves the right to edit for 
length, taste and libel consid-
erations. Letters must be 250 
words or less and deal with 
only one topic.

- Be legible.
- Preference will be given to 

letters from the Dickey County 
area. Letters from outside the 
area will be considered if they 
are of sufficient interest.

Letters to the Editor
The views and opinions expressed in the “Letter to the Editor” column do not necessarily

reflect the views and opinions of the staff and management of the Oakes Times.

Free Estimates
Reasonable Rates

•Carpet & Upholstry Cleaning
•Air Duct Cleaning
•Fire & Water Damage Clean Up
701-845-5188 • 800-339-5188

www.kscarpet.com

Dethlefsen 
Chiropractic
Dr. Brian Dethlefsen

 Acupuncture/Therapies/Orthotics/   
      BCBS/Medicare/Medicaid 
     Provider/Sanford Insurance

Hours: M-F 8-6, 
Saturday by appointment

14 N 5th St, Oakes  
701-742-2750

Get your ad 
in the Business 

Directory for $10 
a week. Only a 

3 month contract 
required.

CITY CORNER
WASTE DISPOSAL SITE

TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS 3PM-7PM

SATURDAYS 10AM-2PM
COMPOST SITE OPEN DAILY 8AM-8PM

WASTE WILL NOW BE DISPOSED OF IN LARGE 
METAL CONTAINERS; TREES AND BRANCHES MUST BE 

SEPARATED AS THEY ARE NO LONGER ALLOWED IN 
COMPOST AREA. RECYCLABLE METAL ITEMS & CON-
CRETE SHOULD BE SEPARATED FROM OTHER WASTE.

 CONTACT CITY HALL AT 742-2137 
FOR MORE INFO

Winter Hours:

1st Saturday of Each Month

8am - 12pm

Oakes Lions Winners  2/8-2/14
James Averill   $500
Leroy Meehl   $50
Pat Larson   $100
JT Homan   $100

Christine Zink   $50
Tessa Engel   $50
Gerry Bosse   $50

At the airport

Last week my sister, Judy, 
came from St. Louis, Missouri to 
visit. I drove to Fargo to meet her 
at the airport. Cooper, the nine 
month old Shih Tzu, was sitting 
on his platform in the backseat. 
Before leaving town we stopped 
at Corner C Store for gas and 
then we were on our way. 

I explained to Cooper several 
times that we were going to get 
Judy. She was here for a month 
in December and he became 
very attached to her. In fact, when 
we dropped her off at the airport 
for return flight to St. Louis, 
MO he didn’t realize what was 
happening until we were driving 
south on I-29 and she wasn’t 
in the car. Then he cried and 
howled. So now I wasn’t sure if 
he would understand her arrival. 
No doubt what he heard me say 
was, “Blah Blah Judy Blah Blah 
airport.”

At Hector Airport we waited in 
the cell phone area until Judy’s 
plane landed and she sent a text. 
We drove to the passenger pick 
up area and parked next to the 
curb. It wasn’t long until Judy 

came through the door and then 
the excitement began.

I was in the driver’s seat holding 
Cooper in my arms. When Judy 
opened the door to the passenger 
seat to get in, Cooper jumped out 
of my arms and leapt for joy at 
Judy, nearly knocking her over. 
He weighs fourteen pounds now 
so he is a chunk. He landed on 
the sidewalk and began running 
around in circles. He was so 
happy. I panicked. I was afraid 
he’d run into the street so I got 
a treat that I began waving and 
calling, “Treat! Treat!” But Cooper 
wasn’t interested in treats. He 
ran over to the very serious 
looking security guard and put 
his paws on his knee. Before the 
guard could say, “Get down, you 
little rascal,” Cooper was running 
back to Judy. But Cooper didn’t 
stop there. He kept racing around 
in circles until a young airport 
employee was able to catch him 
and bring him back to the car. I 
held him tight until Judy got in. 
We both let out a big sigh of relief 
when we were in and the doors 
were closed. Judy and I are of a 
certain age now so we can’t 
really chase after an exhuberant 
puppy on the loose.

We drove to Panera’s for a 

late breakfast and decided that 
one of us would go in and bring 
out the food and we would eat in 
the car. We didn’t want to risk a 
repeat performance of Cooper’s 
escapade at the airport. Although 
once we knew he was safe we 
both had a good laugh. The little 
pup provides some entertainment 
for two elderly sisters.

Around food, Cooper is well 
trained. He didn’t bother us while 
we ate because he knew when 
we finished he would get some 
tasty bites of egg and bacon. And 
the minute we drove back onto 
I-29 south he was asleep in his 
bed and slept in the backseat all 
the way home. He now has a map 
in his head. He knows when the 
car slows down and we drive into 
Oakes. Approaching the garage 
he lifts his head and is ready to 
jump out. 

But there is one thing I 
remember to do: I always stay 
in the car with Cooper until the 
garage door is down. It keeps 
him from running out and around 
the neighborhood. Dad always 
said, “If you’re going to have a 
dog, you have to be smarter than 
the dog.”

And so it is.

Cooper’s Corner by Martha MacLeod

On March 14, the community of 
Oakes will have the opportunity 
to vote on a significant bond 
referendum for our school. 

The intent of my letter is not to 
attempt to persuade you in any 
direction regarding your vote. 
Once a person’s mind is made 
up, convincing them otherwise is 
typically pretty difficult, so I hope 
you’ll each vote freely as your 
heart and mind have concluded 
you should. But I would like 
to encourage us all to do two 
specific things: get informed and 
treat each other with decency. 

The faculty and administration 
of Oakes Public Schools have 
been remarkably transparent 
about the situation with our 
facilities. They have done their 
due diligence by hiring a firm to 
support the planning effort and 
have communicated rigorously 
with the public throughout this 
entire process. The website 
ourschoolourfuture.org has every 
single bit of information anyone 
would want to know about the 

planning process, the scope of 
the proposed project, and the 
projected tax impact. As you 
are weighing the pros and cons 
of your vote, this information is 
what you can and should rely 
upon. 

This isn’t a sales pitch and 
you’re not being “snowed”—our 
school has critical facility needs 
and this bond referendum is the 
one clear way to address them. 
The push with timing is due to the 
school’s ability to apply for a loan 
at a reduced interest rate from 
the state—the deadline is March 
31—decreasing the overall cost 
and impact to the public. Without 
a passed bond, they can’t even 
apply. 

If you don’t understand 
something as it’s been shared, 
ask more questions. The school 
board and administration will 
listen and answer them. If you 
care enough to vote, please vote 
with full information. 

The second thing I’ll implore 
every one of us to do is to 

remember that there is not an 
“us vs. them” in this situation. 
The people who vote “yes” to 
this referendum are not the 
enemy of those who vote “no”. 
This is a potentially contentious 
vote and big feelings accompany 
the process. As a passionate 
person, I can understand people 
getting heated about it, but the 
moment we start treating people 
who think differently than we do 
as the bad guys, we lose—echo 
chambers ring loudly and we 
only become more entrenched 
in our way of thinking. Striving 
for decency, diplomacy, and 
tact is noble, honorable, and 
right. Every good thing we have 
in Oakes is because we, the 
people, make it happen. I believe 
in us. I believe in Oakes. 

I urge you to walk away from 
the voting polls on March 14 both 
proud of your informed vote and 
willing to shake hands with those 
who voted differently. The future 
of this community depends on it.

Rebecca Undem

Dear Editor,
We are writing in support of 

the proposed $14.84-million 
remodeling project for the Oakes 
School for the future of the school 
district and the community.

This is not one of those 
“from the top down” situations. 
Superintendent Anna Sell and 
the Oakes Public School Board 
have grassroots support for the 
project because they have been 
transparent and have madeevery 
effort to inform voters about why 
the project is necessary.

Everyone knows a school is 
the heart of a community and 
that students are the future 
of ourcommunities and our 

country. Having safe, healthy 
school complexes is of obvious 
importance, and taking a 
conservative approach to 
remodeling existing facilities is a 
good investment of tax dollars.

As legislators, we work to 
improve state aid for public 
schools and that includes the 
state’s school construction loan 
program that offers 2% loans 
for projects like this one. The 
application deadline is March 
31, so it is imperative the project 
is approved in time for the 
application to be filed. Interest 
rates on bonds are now at 4 to 
4.5%, so the savings to taxpayers 
would be significant.

As taxpayers and lawmakers, 
we want to know where tax 
dollars are being spent and 
whether they are being spent 
wisely. In this case, voters and 
taxpayers will know the money 
is being spent to benefit students 
today and well into the future. 

We support a “Yes” vote in 
the Thursday, March 14, 2024, 
election. It’s a vote for the future.

State Senator 
Robert Erbele

State Representative 
Mike Brandenburg

State Representative 
Jim Grueneich

Hello. My name is Brian Seyer. 
At this time, five of my grandchil-
dren are enrolled in the Oakes 
Public School (OPS) system, 
and that will be growing to six 
next year. I have had grown chil-
dren graduate from OPS and I 
am also a graduate of the OPS 
“outstanding” class of 1991. At 
the last election, I was voted on 
the Oakes School Board, and I 
am honored to hold a position.

Since I graduated, I have been 
involved in the school system 
driving bus, working on the 
plumbing and general help when 
needed. Without the education 
that I received; I would not be in 

the position that I am in today. 
Over time there have been 

changes at the school. Not 
everyone has agreed with them. 
A lot of the conversations that I 
have had with people as of late 
have had to do with the past. 
You cannot change the past. All 
we can do is learn from it and 
move forward. We need to focus 
our efforts on what the future will 
bring to OPS.

The referendum has gener-
ated many discussions. I see the 
effort that the school is putting 
into getting information out to the 
community. I am 100% behind 
this as everyone needs to be 

informed. 
A person could go on at great 

length about the referendum, but 
at the end of the day I just want 
the public to be educated on 
the information that is out there. 
Please think about the future of 
our students. They are the ones 
that depend on us to make good 
decisions on their behalf. Oakes 
is an extraordinarily strong and 
proud community and with your 
support we will make our school 
system even stronger.

Thank you,
Brian Seyer
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