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Oakes man facing child 
pornography charges

Old CDI Ready Mix building being torn down

Dakota 
Datebook

Oakes man 
charged with 
luring a minor

Oakes School Board votes to 
call special election, part 7

By: Steve Urness, NewsDakota
ELLENDALE, N.D. (Valley 

News Live) – An Oakes man is 

facing 29 charges related to child 
pornography, according to court 
documents filed Friday.

Ryan Lee Marthaller is charged 
with 25 counts of promoting or 
directing an obscene sexual per-
formance by a minor. He’s also 
charged with four counts of pos-
session of certain materials pro-
hibited.

Court documents allege the in-
cidents stem from the past four 
months, between November 
of 2023 and February of 2024. 
Documents say his victims in-
clude young girls and boys, some 
of them as young as three years 
old. His preliminary hearing is set 
for March 11.

Marthaller is in the Barnes 

County jail on a $20,000 bond.
Court records show Marthaller 

was convicted on similar charges 
in 2019, for luring minors by com-
puter.

The following story was pub-
lished back in July of 2018: An 
Oakes man made his initial court 
appearance in Dickey County 
District Court on a felony count of 
luring a child by computer or elec-
tronic device. A criminal complaint 
alleges Ryan Lee Marthaller sent 
messages to a 13-year-old girl in 
late June asking for nude pho-
tos, then sent sexually explicit 
messages while again asking for 
nude photos. This story originally 
posted back in 2018.

Posted By: Ricky Klaverkamp, 
NewsDakota

Oakes, ND (Oakes Police De-
partment) – An Oakes man fac-
es charges of luring a minor by 
computer or electronic device 
on February 22nd.

The criminal complaint states 
Nathyn Visto of Oakes, ND on or 
between March 1st, 2023, and 
February 22nd, 2024, did use a 
cellular phone to discuss sexual 
acts and/or sexual contact with 
an under age female, in addi-
tion to soliciting photographs of 

the girl in various stages of un-
dress, in an attempt to initiate 
sexual contact with the girl.

The Oakes Police Department 
is asking anyone who may have 
been contacted, sexually by Na-
thyn Visto to call the police de-
partment at 701-742-2172.

Visto was arrested and taken 
to the Stutsman County Jail. 
He’s initial court appearance 
was February 23rd, Visto is out 
of jail on a $10,000 bond. His 
next court appearance is set for 
April 11th.

North Dakota State Flag

The North Dakota state flag 
was adopted by the North Dakota 
Legislative Assembly in this week 
in 1911. The resolution to adopt 
the flag was brought forth on Jan-
uary 21, 1911 by Colonel John 
H. Fraine. Fraine urged the as-
sembly to adopt a flag that would 
resemble the flag carried by the 
North Dakota infantry members 
in the 1898 Spanish-American 
War and the 1899 Phillipine War. 
Therefore, upon its adoption, the 
flag took the color, size, and form 
of the North Dakota regimen-
tal flag. The only difference was 
that a red scroll was added to the 
base of the flag bearing the name 
of the state.

Featuring a large open-beaked 
eagle, the flag contains many ref-
erences to the original thirteen 
colonies, including thirteen stars 
and stripes. In fact, in 1953 a bill 
was introduced to change the 
flag because of its uncanny re-
semblance to the United States 
Coat of Arms, but the bill was 
quickly defeated.

Dakota Datebook written by 
Jayme L. Job.

“Dakota Datebook” is a radio 
series from Prairie Public in part-
nership with the State Historical 
Society of North Dakota and with 
funding from Humanities North 
Dakota. See all the Dakota Date-
books at prairiepublic.org.”

On Friday, January 12th, at the 
regular monthly board meeting of 
the Oakes Public School Board, 
members of the board voted 
unanimously to call a special 
election to approve the issuance 
of general obligation bonds for 
school building construction pur-
poses.  On March 14th, district 
voters will decide on a $14.84 
million plan to address critical fa-
cility challenges at our 100-year-
old school building. If approved, 
this plan will provide our school 
with:

• New HVAC systems
• Accessible bathrooms
• Updated kitchen infrastructure
• Repaired underground plumb-

ing
Visit OurSchoolOurFuture.

org to learn more about the plan 
to maintain key infrastructure 
throughout our school building.

As a district, we have been and 
will continue to be committed to 
ensuring transparency about de-
cision making and information 
pertaining to the proposed proj-
ect.  During the next two months, 
we will be sharing a series of  
facility questions and answers 
(FQAs) focused and guided by 
stakeholder input.  It you have any 
questions or concerns, please 

contact Anna Sell, Oakes Public 
School Superintendent, at anna.
sell@k12.nd.us or 742-3234.

Who is eligible to vote in this 
election?

Any U.S Citizen who is a resi-
dent of North Dakota that is at 
least 18 years of age and has re-
sided in the Oakes Public School 
District for at least 30 days pre-
ceding the election on Thursday, 
March 14, is eligible to vote. You 
do not need to be a property 
owner to vote!!  If you live in an 
apartment or rent your home, you 
can participate in this referendum 
election. 

How do I vote in the referen-
dum election?

There are two ways you can 
vote in this election. 1.) Dis-
trict residents can vote by ab-
sentee ballot from now through 
Wednesday, March 13. Absen-
tee ballots must be postmarked 
by the postal office on or before 
March 13 or hand-delivered to 
the school district office by 5:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, March 13. 
More information on how to vote 
by absentee ballot is available at 
OurSchoolOurFuture.org/vote. 
2.) District residents can vote on 
Election Day on Thursday, March 
14, from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the 

School District Office Central 
Conference Room. Residents 
with questions about voting are 
encouraged to contact Shannon 
Jepson, Oakes Public School 
Business Manager, at shannon.
jepson@k12.nd.us or 701-742-
3234. 

Where can I find more informa-
tion about the proposed plan for 
Oakes Public Schools? 

District residents are encour-
aged to review the information 
and frequently asked questions 
on the dedicated referendum 
website - OurSchoolOurFuture.
org. Residents with questions or 
who are interested in a tour of the 
building to learn more about the 
district’s needs can contact Su-
perintendent Anna Sell at anna.
sell@k12.nd.us or 701-742-3234. 

On Thursday, March 7th, we 
will offer two opportunities for 
residents to get their questions 
answered and see our facilities in 
person.  Tours will be offered from 
3:30-6:45, meeting in the library.  
We will also be sharing informa-
tion in an in-person presentation 
in the concessions stand area at 
4:00 and again at 6:00.  Please 
join us and ensure that you are 
informed before you vote on this 
crucial referendum!
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COLUMN 1
PUBLIC LIBRARY HOURS, 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday: 
1:30-5:30; Wednesday: 1:30-
7:30; Friday: 1:30-3:30.  

POP TABS FOR RONALD 
MCDONALD HOUSE can be 
dropped off at the Oakes Times. 

FULLERTON TOPS, 7:15 a.m. 
Wednesdays, Fullerton Elevator 
Meeting Room.

ALCOHOLICS ANONY-
MOUS, 8:00 p.m. Mon., Wed. 
and Sat., 201 S. 5th St., Oakes.

AL ANON, 8:00 p.m., Mon. at 
201 S. 5th St., Oakes.

CELEBRATE RECOVERY at 
Oakes Church of the Nazarene 
Mondays at 6:30 p.m.

OAKES COMMUNITY CEN-
TER  is open for walking 8:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m. Monday-Friday.

OAKES BONE BUILDERS 
classes meet every Mon., Wed. 
and Fri. at the Oakes Senior 
Center at 10:00 a.m. Call Jen at 
742-3509.

BINGO AT THE SENIOR 
CENTER every Monday at 1:00 
p.m. Everyone welcome!

CITY HALL HOURS: Mon-
day-Friday 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Phone: 701-742-2137. On their 
website: oakesnd.com/City 
Alerts, you will find current Public 
Works Dept. notifications.

VIEWING OF THE GIANT 
COMMUNITY PATCHWORK 
PUZZLE  with 152,000 pieces, 
at Growing Small Towns building 
on Thursday, March 14 from 9:00 
a.m.-5:00 p.m., Friday, March 15 
from 9:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m., and 
Saturday, March 16 from 9:00 
a.m.-5:00 p.m. Bringing a food 
pantry donation would be appre-
ciated.

GERMAN FOODS MEAL at 
St. Charles Catholic Church so-
cial center in Oakes on Saturday, 
March 9 starting at 5:30 p.m. All 
are welcome to enjoy the food, 
make a free will donation for the 
meal, and tour the areas that 
were included in the renewal 
project.

OPS Staff Spotlight...

#WEAREOAKES
Submitted by Anna Sell, 
Superintendent

Name: Kayla Meierotto
How long have you 

been at OPS? 7 years. 
What does your job en-

tail? 
I teach Physical Sci-

ence (9th), Earth Science 
(8th), and Life Science 
(7th). I am also the Stu-
dent Council Advisor.   

What is the best part of 
your job at OPS? 

The people I work with, 
and working with my Stu-
dent Council kids on various proj-
ects in and out of school.  

What piece of advice would you 
give our students? 

In life, things aren’t always easy. 
Don’t be quick to concede, rather 
work hard to accomplish your 
goals. Find something to be pas-
sionate about and do what you 
love, because life is short.  

What is something others don’t 
know about you? 

I have a background working 
in health care. Before earning my 
degree, I worked at the hospital in 
Oakes, but also at a level 1 trauma 
and burn center in Missouri when I 
lived there.

Who has been the biggest influ-
encer in your life? 

Before getting married, definitely 

my mom. She has shown me how 
to be selfless, hardworking, and 
determined to do just about any-
thing I set my mind to. After getting 
married, definitely my husband. 
He supports me and pushes me to 
achieve any crazy idea(s) I come 
up with.  

If you could pick any superpow-
er, what would it be and why? 

As a mom of 4 and a teacher, 
I would definitely want the ability 
to be in more than one place at a 
time.  

What does it mean to you to be 
a Tornado? 

Being a leader in my current role 
to make changes in our community 
and district. It also means support-
ing each other and being there for 
one another as a Tornado family.

The old CDI Ready Mix building, located at the corner of the 500 block of Fir Avenue, is being torn down. Jay Harris said it’s a safety hazard and he’s bringing it down.



OAKES ENHANCEMENT ANNUAL 
MEETING

The Annual Meeting for Oakes 
Enhancement, Inc. will take place prior 
to the regularly scheduled Board of 
Directors meeting Thursday, March 14, 
2024,  at 7:00 a.m.  The meeting will be 
held at the Oakes Community Center 
Meeting Suite.  Items to be addressed 
include a financial review of the past year 
and election of Board Members.

(Published in the Oakes Times 

February 22, 29, & March 7, 2024)

CITY ELECTION
The Election for the City of Oakes will 

held Tuesday, June 11, 2024, in con-
junction with the Dickey County Primary 
Election.  Petitioners have until 4:00 PM 
April 8, 2024 to turn in their petitions to 
be placed on the City Election ballot.

City Offices to be filled at the June 
Election are:

Mayor – two-year unexpired term

Three City Council Persons—four 
year term each

Two Park Commissioners—four year 
term each

Individuals seeking to have their name 
on the ballot for any one of these offic-
es may obtain a petition from the City 
Auditor at City Hall located at 124 South 
5th Street, Oakes ND, Monday through 
Friday 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM from now 
until April 8, 2024.

Signatures required from the residents 
of the City of Oakes to validate a candi-
date’s petition:

Mayor – Seventeen (17)
Council— Twelve (12)
Park— Fifteen (15)

Zasha Johnson
City Auditor

(Published in the Oakes Times 

February 29 & March 7, 2024)

REQUEST FOR BIDS
Notice is hereby given that the City 

Council of the City of Oakes, North 
Dakota will receive sealed bids for 
screened gravel for the City of Oakes to 
be delivered to the Oakes City Shop.

Sealed bids must be submitted to the 
City Auditor at City Hall, 124 S 5th St 
by 4:00 pm April 5th, 2024.  The City 
reserves the right to reject any or all 
bids.  

Zasha Johnson
City Auditor

(Published in the Oakes Times 

March 7 & 14, 2024)
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AGRICULTUREAGRICULTUREAGRICULTURE
HAPPY

ANTHONY BRUHN
Market President

701.250.1595
anthonyb@starionbank.com

JOHN ZETOCHA
Business Banking Officer, VP

701.250.1594
johnz@starionbank.com

ALISHA MAIER
Business Banking Officer

701.250.1494
alisham@starionbank.com

MONTH

NATIONAL

North Dakota agricultural producers:

Are the state’s no. 1 industry

Number more than 26,000 farmers and ranchers

Have an average operation size of 1,512 acres 

Own, operate, or manage about 90% of ND’s land

Support almost 25% of the workforce through agriculture 
and agriculture-related industries

Thank you, local farmers and ranchers, for all your hard 
work to provide us with a safe and abundant food supply. 

®



Who should be Screeened for 
Lung Cancer?

Free Estimates
Reasonable Rates

•Carpet & Upholstry Cleaning
•Air Duct Cleaning
•Fire & Water Damage Clean Up
701-845-5188 • 800-339-5188

www.kscarpet.com

Dethlefsen 
Chiropractic
Dr. Brian Dethlefsen

 Acupuncture/Therapies/Orthotics/   
      BCBS/Medicare/Medicaid 
     Provider/Sanford Insurance

Hours: M-F 8-6, 
Saturday by appointment

14 N 5th St, Oakes  
701-742-2750

Get your ad 
in the Business 

Directory for $10 
a week. Only a 

3 month contract 
required.

CITY CORNER
WASTE DISPOSAL SITE

TUESDAYS AND THURSDAYS 3PM-7PM

SATURDAYS 10AM-2PM
COMPOST SITE OPEN DAILY 8AM-8PM

WASTE WILL NOW BE DISPOSED OF IN LARGE 
METAL CONTAINERS; TREES AND BRANCHES MUST BE 

SEPARATED AS THEY ARE NO LONGER ALLOWED IN 
COMPOST AREA. RECYCLABLE METAL ITEMS & CON-
CRETE SHOULD BE SEPARATED FROM OTHER WASTE.

 CONTACT CITY HALL AT 742-2137 
FOR MORE INFO

Winter Hours:

1st Saturday of Each Month

8am - 12pm

Oakes Lions 

Winners  

2/22 -2/28

 PEG NELSON   $50
BRIANNA SCHMITZ  $50
KEVIN GELINSKE  $100
AMANDA MAIER  $100
BOBBIE MALMBERG  $50
BRENT RALL   $50
NANCY MADDOCK  $50

Old Bone

Cooper turned ten months 
old on March 6. He has more 
personality now than when he 
was a teething puppy. He’s 
good at entertaining himself. It’s 
hilarious for two elderly sisters to 
watch him. It looks like he doesn’t 
have a game plan because he 
changes direction every ten 
seconds.

Cooper is a backyard dog. He 
starts playing on the deck with a 
bone, then he gets an idea. He 
carries the bone in his mouth, 
dashes down the steps and runs 
down the sidewalk to the garage 

with his fluffy white Shih Tzu tail 
perched on his rump. Before 
getting to the garage he stops, 
drops the bone, lifts his head, 
turns around and runs full speed 
ahead around the yard. These 
are his “zoomies.” When he’s 
made several rounds he dashes 
up the steps and lays down at 
my feet with his tongue hanging 
out and panting. It doesn’t take 
long for him to recover and out 
he goes for more “zoomies.” 
This time he’s running as fast 
as he can with his fluffy white 
tail streaming behind him like a 
galloping horse.

In the evening before bedtime 
Cooper does “zoomies” in the 
house and runs from the front 
door to the back door in the 
kitchen.

Along the way he jumps on the 
sofa using it like a trampoline to 
propel himself into the air. He 
lands on his feet running as fast 
as he can. When he’s tired of that 
he sits on the living room floor 

with a squeaky toy. Sometimes 
the toy rolls under the sofa so I 
take out the yard stick and swipe 
it under the sofa to get the toy.

Last night the squeaky ball 
came out but Cooper wasn’t 
happy. He kept on barking. He 
wouldn’t stop. I knew then that he 
was on to something. But what? 
I lifted the foot rest.  Cooper kept 
barking and Judy spotted a bone 
that was hung up in the recliner 
mechanism. With great effort she 
got down on hands and knees 
to dislodge the bone. Cooper 
stopped barking, grabbed the 
bone and sat on the floor until 
bedtime, gnawing on that dusty 
old treasure.

We enjoyed the quiet time. 
A ten month old puppy can 
keep two old girls on the go. 
“Sometimes he’s a nuisance,” 
concluded Judy. “But when he’s 
calm he’s a snuggle bunny. He’s 
a keeper.”

Cooper’s Corner by Martha MacLeod

Dear Savvy Senior,
Who should be screened for 

lung cancer and how it’s covered 
by Medicare? I used to smoke but 
quit many years ago and am won-
dering if I need to be tested.

Just Turned 65
Dear Just Turned,

Even if you haven’t touched a 
cigarette in decades, you could 
still be due for an annual lung 
cancer screening, based on 
new recommendations from the 
American Cancer Society (ACS).

The new guidelines state that 
adults ages 50 to 80 who current-
ly smoke or used to smoke the 
equivalent of one pack a day for 
20 years should get an annual 
low-dose computed tomography 
scan (also called a CT scan), no 
matter how long ago you quit. 

ACS guidelines previously said 
that those who quit 15 or more 
years ago were in the clear. But 
new studies have shown that 
expanding screening eligibility 
saves lives, even among people 
who quit smoking years earlier.

Early Detection Saves Lives

Lung cancer is the deadliest 
cancer in the United States. 
According to the American Cancer 
Society, an estimated 234,580 
new cases are expected to be 
diagnosed in 2024, and about 
125,070 Americans will die from 
the disease. 

While lung cancer can occur in 
anyone at any age, cigarette 
smoking is the top risk factor and 
is linked to about 80 to 90 per-
cent of lung cancer deaths, and 
most people diagnosed with the 
disease are age 65 or older.

What makes lung cancer espe-
cially tricky is that it’s often symp-
tomless until it’s at an advanced 
stage, when it’s harder to treat. 
Early detection can lead to a 20 to 
25 percent improvement in surviv-
al rates, resulting in fewer deaths 
from lung cancer.

But a 2022 report from the 
American Lung Association found 
that only 5.8 percent of people 
eligible for lung cancer screening 
in the U.S. get screened, and the 

screening rate is as low as 1 per-
cent in some states.

Screening & Coverage

If you fall into the population eli-
gible for a lung cancer screening, 
start by speaking with your doctor, 
even if it’s been a long time since 
you smoked.

Medicare Part B will cover lung 
cancer screenings with a low-
dose CT scan once a year for 
people ages 50 to 77 who are cur-
rent smokers or quit in the last 15 
years and have a 20-pack-year 
history. Patients must have an 
order from their doctor or health 
care provider and should not have 
symptoms of lung cancer. 

A low-dose CT scan is a nonin-
vasive test where you lie down 
and hold your breath while being 
moved through a doughnut-

shaped X-ray machine. The scan 
takes several X-ray images of the 
lungs and can help to identify pos-
sible abnormalities in the lung tis-
sue.

There are some potential risks 
with this screening, including the 
possibility of false positives, which 
can lead to more scans or inva-
sive procedures. According to the 
American Lung Association about 
12 to 14 percent of lung cancer 
screening scans will have a false 
positive, which is about the same 
rate as with mammograms.

Send your senior questions to: 

Savvy Senior, P.O. Box 5443, 

Norman, OK 73070, or visit 

SavvySenior.org. Jim Miller is 

a contributor to the NBC Today 

show and author of “The Savvy 

Senior” book.
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Knights of Columbus Raffle 2/16-2/29
Linda Visto Oakes $50
Cyndi Brandriet Bismark $100
Jeanne Thorpe Oakes $50
Aria Bartlett     Neenah WI $50
Dennis Forward Oakes $50
Alex Roney Oakes $50
Laikyn Roney Oakes $50

Nora Forward Oakes $100
Monica Heimbuch Oakes $50
Jim Buske Oakes    $50
Paul Awender Oakes    $50 
Jeanne Thorpe Oakes $50

The views and opinions expressed in the “Letter to the Editor” column do not necessarily

reflect the views and opinions of the staff and management of the Oakes Times.

Dear Editor: 
With the referendum on March 

14 approaching quickly, I feel 
that it is important to share 
some information on our aging 
facilities. Oakes Public School 
is made up of two buildings on 
two city blocks, located in the 
heart of Oakes. On the west half 
of this area sits the 63 year old 
elementary building with the 100 
year old High School sitting to the 
East. Improvements made in the 
last three to five years include: 
a new roof on the high school, 
a new roof on the center portion 
of the elementary, and a main 
sewer line repaired in both the 
high school and the elementary.

Plumbing and sewer work is 
very costly to repair, as most 
of the infrastructure is located 
underground throughout the 
building and not easily accessed. 
About two years ago the 
plumbing in the north half of the 
high school was replaced, and it 
stands to reason that the south 
half will probably need to be 
completed sometime in the near 
future. Recently, the main line 
leading west out of the women’s 
restroom in the gym lobby was 
determined to have broken, when 
we put a camera down to inspect 
it, the only solution to remedy the 
issues is to dig it up and fix it. In 
the west elementary wing, signs 
of decay in the main sewer line 
have appeared and will need to 
be attended to very soon.

When I started here, roughly 

12 years ago, my Superintendent 
at the time, Art Conklin, had 
stated that it was important to 
have some money saved up for 
a chiller in the high school, as it 
was only a matter of time until it 
went down. He knew it would be 
expensive to replace even back 
then. That time came the first 
week of June last year right after 
graduation, the system failed 
to the point that it was beyond 
repair.

This building has always 
been frustrating for students, 
staff, and myself, because there 
is no sure way to control the 
temperature variance, especially 
on the second and third floors. 
Currently, we are running a two-
pipe system in the high school 
which only allows you to either 
heat or cool at any given time. 
So, as the day goes on, and 
more students and sunlight 
enters, the room continues to 
get warmer and warmer, with 
no way to cool that room down 
while we are in heating mode. 
Once there is no chance of the 
cooling tower freezing, and we 
are comfortable that we will no 
longer need heating, we can 
switch the entire system over 
to cooling. There are always 
transition periods where some 
rooms will need to be warmer 
or cooler and because of the 
current system we have, we are 
unable to regulate temperatures 
in most of the rooms.

As an example, one particular 

classroom on the south side 
started out at 64° this morning 
and as of 12:20 p.m. this 
afternoon it is up to 75°, while 
the thermostat is still set at 66º. 
You might suggest to just open 
the window, which is what we 
do, however, to safely open the 
windows in their current state, 
we have cut 12-inch lengths of 
2 x 4s for each aged and heavy 
window in the high school to 
brace them open so they don’t 
fall down.

In the kitchen, the largest 
area of concern would probably 
be the coolers and freezers, as 
they have been there since the 
building was constructed. They 
are built in, under sized, and 
difficult to repair when they do 
break.

Lastly, I believe it is important 
to keep our facilities well-
maintained and kept up as our 
school is a large part of our 
community. As you can see, we 
have made updates in many 
areas over the years, but there 
are some very important items 
that need to be taken care of but 
can’t be done within the limited 
annual budget.

With that being said, I would 
encourage every eligible district 
resident to get out on Thursday, 
March 14 and cast your vote on 
this very important referendum.
Thank you!

Dave Ehrlin
Head of Maintenance

Director of Transportation

Letter to the Editor


