
 2   Oakes Times, Thursday, February 8, 2024

2009

OAKES TIMES
SubScription rateS

Dickey County: $40 • In-State: $42 • Out-Of-State: $46 • eSubscription: $44
Ethel Erickson, Editor  •  Dusti Farley, Production

Policy on Corrections: Any error should be reported immediately. Please check the accuracy of your adver-
tisement the first day of insertion. The Oakes Times will allow credit for only the first day of insertion.

Letter poLicy
The Oakes Times welcomes letters to the editor on issues of public interest. To be published, letter must:
- Be signed and include your address. Unsigned letters will not be considered. Letters may not be used to 

thank specific people or organizations.
- The Oakes Times reserves the right to edit for length, taste and libel considerations. Letters must be 250 

words or less and deal with only one topic.
- Be legible.
- Preference will be given to letters from the Dickey County area. Letters from outside the area will be considered if 

they are of sufficient interest.
buSineSS HourS

Mon-Thurs: 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Fri: 8:30 am to 2:00 pm •  Phone: 701-742-2361  •  Fax: 701-742-2207
E-Mail: oakestms@drtel.net • Mailing Address: 501 Fir Ave

Published weekly at: Pending, by Nordmark Publishing, 11 1st Ave. NE, Rolla, ND 58367.
Periodicals postage paid at Oakes, ND, and additional mailing offices.

POSTMASTER: Send additional address changes to the Oakes Times, 501 Fir Ave, Oakes, ND 58474-0651  -  USPS 401-080

OAKES PUBLIC 
LIBRARY 

OAKES, ND
742-3234-EXT. 151(WE ARE FOLLOWING 

DISTANCING AND 
SANITATION PROCEDURES)

HOURS- MON, TUES & THURS 1:30-5:30PM, WED 1:30-7:30PM, 
FRI 1:30-3:30PM. PLEASE FOLLOW THE OAKES PUBLIC LIBRARY ON 

FACEBOOK FOR THE MOST UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION.

REVIEWS SUBMITTED BY JEANINE PAHL
The Price You Pay 

by Nick Petrie
(Peter Ash #8) Peter Ash and friend, Lewis, are 

out to assist a former associate who may be in 
trouble. Fighting a blizzard, the two find blood in 
the snow and a smoldering cabin. Investigation 
leads to information indicating that someone has 
stolen notebooks containing incriminating secrets 
about Lewis’ past crimes. In an effort to save 
Lewis’ family, they recruit Peter’s girlfriend, June 
Cassidy, to help with the search. There seems to 
be one powerful person who will stop at nothing 
for revenge. Will they be able to keep Lewis’ past 
buried?

Summer Book Club 

by Susan Mallery
There are only three rules to abide by if one 

wants to be a part of this book club: no sad books, 
no pressure and yes indeed, wine! Laurel, Paris 
and Cassie hope to escape from the chaos of 
everyday life . Laurel’s divorce makes her feel 
like the worst mother ever, Cassi just can’t find 
the right man, and Paris is trying to chase off the 

only man brave enough to marry her. Facing new 
chapters, can they find the courage to change?

The Housemaid is Watching
by Freida McFadden

(The Housemaid #3) After working hard for 
years as a housemaid, life has finally provided 
well for our main character. All goes well until the 
friendly neighbor invites the family over for a get 
acquainted meal, that is when the maid with the 
cold stare appears.

We continue to have a generous collection of 
Large Print books from NDSL. Stop by and look!

Bookworm Discovery Class - 2nd Wednesday 
of the month at 6:30 in the library. 

Lego Lovers - 3rd Wednesday of the month at 
6:00.

Library hours are Monday, Tuesday & Thursday 
from 1:30 to 5:30, Wednesday 1:30 to 7:30, Friday 
1:30 to 3:30.  

During the winter months the Oakes Public 
Library board has decided to follow the plan of the 
Oakes Public School.  Snow days at the school 
will also mean a snow day for the library.

LIBRARY CORNER

         Public Notices       www.ndpublicnotices.com

INITIAL RESOLUTION FOR GENERAL 
OBLIGATION SCHOOL BUILDING 

BONDS
BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board 

of Oakes Public School District No. 41, 
Dickey, Sargent, Ransom and LaMoure 
Counties, North Dakota (the “School Dis-
trict”), that it is necessary and expedient 
for the School District to issue its general 
obligation school building bonds as here-
after described: 

1.The maximum amount of bonds pro-
posed to be issued is $14,840,000.

2.The purpose for which the bonds are 
proposed to be issued is to provide funds, 
together with any other funds available, 
for high school and gymnasium HVAC 
and window replacement, new ADA com-
pliant restrooms in the high school, under-
ground sewer piping replacement, kitch-
en infrastructure, electrical and plumbing 
improvements, and to otherwise improve, 
renovate, remodel, construct and equip 
school property and make site improve-
ments to school property.

3.The assessed valuation of all tax-
able property in the School District as 
defined in N.D.C.C. Section 21-03-01, is 
$248,304,835 as last finally equalized for 
the year 2023. 

4.The total amount of bonded indebt-
edness of the School District, all issued 
for school building purposes, is $220,000.

Dated: January 12, 2024.
OAKES PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 

NO. 41   Attest:  
President,    Business Manager
Board of Education     
The governing body of the District 

acted on the foregoing resolution at a 
properly noticed meeting held in Oakes, 
North Dakota, on January 12, 2024, with 
the motion for adoption made by Brian 
Seyer and seconded by Rhonda Day, 
and the roll call vote on the motion was 
as follows:

”Aye” Sheila Nagel, Monica Heimbuch, 
Brian Seyer, Rhonda Day, Sonia Meehl

”Nay” none
Absent none
Abstain none

(Published in the Oakes Times 

February 8, 15, & 22, 2024)

RESOLUTION CALLING 
A SPECIAL ELECTION TO 

VOTE ON THE QUESTION OF 
APPROVING INITIAL RESOLUTION                                                                                                                                       

FOR GENERAL OBLIGATION SCHOOL 
BUILDING BONDS

BE IT RESOLVED by the School 
Board of Oakes Public School District 
No. 41 of Dickey, Sargent, Ransom and 
LaMoure Counties, North Dakota (the 
“School District”), as follows:

1. This Board has heretofore adopted 
an initial resolution proposing the 
issuance of general obligation bonds of 
the School District in the principal amount 
of not to exceed $14,840,000 for school 
building construction purposes to the 
electors. A special election in the School 
District will be held on Thursday, March 
14, 2024, for the purpose of submitting 
to the qualified voters of the School 
District the question of whether the initial 
resolution for general obligation school 
building bonds should be approved.

2. Pursuant to North Dakota Century 
Code, Section 15.1-09-13, the Board 
hereby designates one precinct for the 
election and one polling place.

3. The polling place for said election 
shall be:

 Address 
 Oakes School District Central 

Office
 Location 
 804 Main Ave. Oakes, ND 

58474
The polls will be open at 7:00 a.m., 

Central Time, and shall remain open 
continuously thereafter until 7:00 p.m., 
Central Time.

4. The School Board authorizes the 
administration to employ individuals 
to act as the election officers of said 
election. Said election officers shall count 

the votes cast at said election and shall 
submit signed election returns to this 
Board for canvassing.

5. The Business Manager is hereby 
authorized and directed to cause typed 
or printed ballots to be prepared for use 
at said special election which ballots shall 
be in substantially the form set forth in 
Exhibit A hereto.

6. The Business Manager is hereby 
authorized and directed to give notice of 
said special election by:

 (a) causing a notice thereof 
to be published once each week for at 
least two weeks in the official newspaper 
of the School District, the first of such 
publications to be at least 15 days before 
the date of said election; and

 (b) posting the notice of special 
election on the website of the School 
District prior to the date of said election.

Said notice shall state the date of the 
election, the polling place and polling 
hours, shall contain a complete copy of 
the initial bond resolution, a statement 
that the questions to be submitted at 
said election shall be whether said initial 
resolution shall be approved, and the es-
timated additional millage and equivalent 
dollar amount on each $1,000 of taxable 
valuation for the first taxable year after all 
of the bonds are issued, and whether the 
limit of indebtedness of the School Dis-
trict shall be increased.

7.The election shall be held and con-
ducted in accordance with the provisions 
of Chapter 15.1-09 of the North Dakota 
Century Code. After the votes are can-
vassed, and within 24 hours after the 
polls are closed, the judges shall make 
their returns to the Business Manager of 
the School District, which shall meet on 
Wednesday, March 27, 2024, for the pur-
pose of canvassing the returns, declaring 
the results, and taking such further action 
relative to the questions voted on as may 
then be determined appropriate.

Dated: January 12, 2024.
OAKES PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 

NO. 41  Attest:
Sonia Meehl Shannon Jepsom
President, Board Manager
of Education
The governing body of the District 

acted on the foregoing resolution at a 
properly noticed meeting held in Oakes, 
North Dakota, on January 12, 2024, with 
the motion for adoption made by Monica 
Heimbuch and seconded by Brian Seyer, 
and the roll call vote on the motion was 
as follows:

”Aye” Brian Seyer, Sheila Nagel, 
Rhonda Day, Monica Heimbuch, Sonia 
Meehl

”Nay” none
Absent none
Abstain none

(Published in the Oakes Times 

February 8, 15, & 22, 2024)

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 

Thursday, March 14, 2024, a special elec-
tion will be held in Oakes Public School 
District No. 41 of Dickey, Sargent, Ran-
som and LaMoure Counties, North Da-
kota, for the purpose of submitting to the 
voters of the School District, the question 
as to whether the following Initial Resolu-
tion for the issuance of general obligation 
bonds adopted by the School Board of 
the School District on January 12, 2024, 
at a regular meeting of the School Board 
duly called and held, shall be approved:

BE IT RESOLVED by the School Board 
of Oakes Public School District No. 41, 
Dickey, Sargent, Ransom and LaMoure 
Counties, North Dakota (the “School Dis-
trict’), that it is necessary and expedient 
for the School District to issue its general 
obligation school building bonds as here-
after described:

1. The maximum amount of bonds pro-
posed to be issued is $14,840,000.

2. The purpose for which the bonds 
are proposed to be issued is to provide 
funds, together with any other funds 
available, for high school and gymna-

sium HVAC and window replacement, 
new ADA compliant restrooms in the 
high school, underground sewer piping 
replacement, kitchen infrastructure, elec-
trical and plumbing improvements, and 
to otherwise improve, renovate, remodel, 
construct and equip school property and 
make site improvements to school prop-
erty.

3. The assessed valuation of all tax-
able property in the School District as 
defined in N.D.C.C. Section 21-03-01, is 
$248,304,835 as last finally equalized for 
the year 2023. 

4. The total amount of bonded indebt-
edness of the School District, all issued 
for school building purposes, is $220,000.

YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED that 
the School District intends to issue the 
$14,840,000 general obligation bonds 
resulting in an additional millage of 51,24 
mills, equal to $51.24 on each $1,000 of 
taxable valuation for the first taxable year 
after all of the bonds are issued.

AND YOU ARE FURTHER NOTIFIED 
AS FOLLOWS:

That the polling place for holding the 
election will be:

Oakes School District Central Office
804 Main Ave.
Oakes, ND 58474
And you are further notified that the 

polls of the election will be open at 7:00 
a.m., CT, and will remain open continu-
ously thereafter until 7:00 p.m., CT, of 
that day; and that the election is to be 
held on Thursday, March 14, 2024.

DATED: January 12, 2024.
BY ORDER OF THE SCHOOL BOARD 

OF OAKES PUBLIC SCHOOL DIS-
TRICT NO. 41 OF DICKEY, SARGENT, 
RANSOM AND LAMOURE COUNTIES, 
NORTH DAKOTA.

Anna Sell, Superintendent

(Published in the Oakes Times 

February 8, 15, & 22, 2024)

OFFICIAL BALLOT
March 14, 2024

OAKES PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT 
NO. 41 OF DICKEY, SARGENT, 

RANSOM AND LAMOURE COUNTIES 
STATE OF NORTH DAKOTA

QUESTION #1
Shall Oakes Public School District 

No. 41 of Dickey, Sargent, Ransom and 
LaMoure Counties, North Dakota, issue 
its general obligation bonds in an amount 
not to exceed $14,840,000 maturing with-
in a maximum of 20 years, resulting in 
an estimated additional millage of 51.24 
mills, equal to $51.24 on each $1,000 of 
taxable valuation for the first taxableyear, 
for the purpose of providing funds, to-
gether with any other funds available, for 
high school and gymnasium HVAC and 
window replacement, new ADA compli-
ant restrooms in the high school, under-
ground sewer piping replacement, kitch-
en infrastructure, electrical and plumbing 
improvements, and to otherwise improve, 
renovate, remodel, construct and equip 
school property and make site improve-
ments to school property.

Yes........[  ]
No........[  ]

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS:
Voters desiring to vote in favor of the 

foregoing propositions should mark a 
cross (X) in the space opposite the word 
“Yes.” Voters desiring to vote against 
such propositions should mark a cross(X) 
in the space opposite the word “No.”

(Published in the Oakes Times 

February 8, 15, & 22, 2024)

ND D28 DEM-NPL

DISTRICT CONVENTION

The District 28 DEM-NPL will hold of-
ficer elections, candidate endorsements, 
and an afternoon of lighthearted fun, Feb-
ruary 11 from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.at Growing 
Small Towns, second floor balcony, 510 
Main Ave, Oakes, Light refreshments will 
be served. 

(Published in the Oakes Times 

January 25, February 1, & 8, 2023)

Letter to the Editor
The views and opinions expressed in the “Letter to the Editor” column do not necessarily

reflect the views and opinions of the staff and management of the Oakes Times.

Dear Editor:
Between now and March 14, 

voters of Oakes Public School 
District have the opportunity 
to decide whether our district 
should invest up to $14.84 mil-
lion to address key facility infra-
structure needs.  It has been 25 
years since voters have been 
asked to vote on a bond refer-
endum for facility improvements, 
and 43 years since one was 
approved.  This is a generational 
decision.  

All school districts and boards 
encounter challenges of vari-
ous kinds.  My dad was on 
the Oakes School Board from 
1963 until 1976.  Two notable 
developments during those 
years include the reorganiza-
tion with the Guelph district and 
the construction of what was 
then the Southeast Multi-District 
Vocational Center.  I remember 
hearing of the challenges and 
controversy of those efforts.  
I’ve heard from 1990s board 
members and administrators 
that there were times the dis-
trict barely had enough money 
to cover paychecks.  I’ve heard 
that area schools had withdrawn 
from the vocational center and 
the board considered shutting 
it down and turning it into a bus 
garage.  There are always chal-
lenges.

In 2024, we are challenged 
with aging mechanical systems 
and kitchen facilities, parts of 
which are either non-function-
ing, non-repairable, inefficient, 
or far past their expected use-
ful lives, in buildings that are 60 
and 100 years old.  The cost to 
build a new school far exceeds 
the district’s statutory debt limit, 
never mind the comfort level of 
our local taxpayers.  We have 
learned that even the cost to 
repair is extremely high.

I have been asked why this 
work wasn’t done years ago.  I 
can’t speak for earlier school 
boards, but this is the first 
time in my twelve years on the 
board that we have conducted 
a comprehensive district-wide 
assessment of all our facilities.  
I believe that previous school 
boards made decisions based 
on information that was made 
available to them, the state of 
the local economy (particularly 
the agricultural economy), and 
what was believed to be most 
needed at the time.

In drafting and shaping 2024’s 
proposed plan, this board invit-
ed input from all stakeholders to 
identify the district’s needs.  An 
initial $16.8 million proposal was 
shared for consideration and dis-
cussion.  The district welcomed 
additional feedback through 
meetings, surveys, and visits to 
the buildings.  Stakeholders got 
first-hand information about the 
condition of the facilities and sys-
tems and asked hard, thoughtful 
questions.  The board respond-
ed to this feedback by narrow-
ing the scope of the proposed 
project to only the most critical 
needs of HVAC/indoor air quality, 
sewer pipe replacement, kitchen 
improvements, and the addition 
of accessible bathrooms, remov-
ing improvements to high school 
classroom spaces and cafeteria 
aesthetics.  With these changes, 
the cost of the current proposal 
is $14.84 million, a reduction of 
about 13%, but still an astound-
ing dollar amount.

This is an important decision 
for our community.  Affordable 
family housing and a thriving 
school system are likely among 
the top reasons people will 
decide to live and work in our 
community.  Lack of either of 

these will result in people choos-
ing to live elsewhere.  

I am proud of our district team 
for the process that has been fol-
lowed to raise awareness of the 
issues and respectfully discuss 
possible solutions.  I believe the 
board is presenting the best pos-
sible plan within the constraints 
of North Dakota’s school financ-
ing environment.  We have now 
placed the decision in the hands 
of the voters.  I urge everyone 
to cast an informed vote by 
learning as much as possible 
about the plan and its impact 
on taxpayers.  Comprehensive 
i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e 
a t  O u r S c h o o l O u r F u t u r e .
org.  Contact me or any other 
schoo l  board  member  o r 
Superintendent Anna Sell with 
additional questions or concerns.  
Absentee ballots are available 
now and may be requested from 
the school district office.  The 
vote requires a 60% majority to 
pass.  

We have challenges, just 
like past generations of school 
boards and administrators.  I’m 
thankful for decisions made 
by school boards and voters 
50-some years ago to come 
together with the Guelph dis-
trict.  I’m thankful that the district 
passed a bond referendum in 
1981 to add the North Gym and 
other improvements to the ele-
mentary and high school build-
ings.  I’m thankful that the district 
built the career tech center in the 
1970s and that it didn’t become 
a bus garage in the 1990s.  
Whatever the voters decide, I 
hope that we can look back in 
twenty-five or fifty years and say 
that we are thankful for the deci-
sion that was made.

Kindest regards,
Sonia Meehl




