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Oakes School Board votes to 
call special election, part 2

On Friday, January 12th, at the 
regular monthly board meeting of 
the Oakes Public School Board, 
members of the board voted 
unanimously to call a special 
election to approve the issuance 
of general obligation bonds for 
school building construction pur-
poses.  On March 14th, district 
voters will decide on a $14.84 
million plan to address critical fa-
cility challenges at our 100-year-
old school building. If approved, 
this plan will provide our school 
with:

• New HVAC systems
• Accessible bathrooms
• Updated kitchen infrastructure
• Repaired underground plumb-

ing
Visit OurSchoolOurFuture.

org to learn more about the plan 
to maintain key infrastructure 
throughout our school building.

As a district, we have been and 
will continue to be committed to 
ensuring transparency about de-
cision making and information 
pertaining to the proposed proj-
ect.  During the next two months, 
we will be sharing a series of  
facility questions and answers 
(FQAs) focused and guided by 
stakeholder input.  It you have any 
questions or concerns, please 
contact Anna Sell, Oakes Public 
School Superintendent, at anna.
sell@k12.nd.us or 742-3234.

1. Who can vote in this spe-
cial election?

Any resident who has resided 
in the Oakes Public School Dis-
trict for at least 30 days preceding 

the election on Thursday, March 
14, is eligible to vote. You must 
also be a U.S. citizen, at least 18 
years of age on Election Day, and 
a resident of North Dakota. North 
Dakota does not require voter 
registration, but you will need one 
of the following forms of identifi-
cation to vote: a North Dakota 
Driver’s License, a North Dakota 
non-driver ID, Tribal ID or Tribal 
letter, or a Long-Term Care Certif-
icate. Identification must include 
your name, current residential ad-
dress, and date of birth. If your ID 
is not updated with your current 
address, you can bring supple-
mental information that includes 
your current address to vote. 
This documentation includes a 
current bank statement or utility 
bill, paycheck or paystub, check 
or document issued by a federal, 
state, tribal, or local government, 
or a printed document issued by 
a college or university plus your 
student ID. If you are not able to 
show a valid form of identification, 
you can also vote by set-aside 
ballot. For more information on 
voting, including how to vote by 
set-aside ballot, visit OurSchoo-
lOurFuture.org/vote.

2.  Someone in my family is 
in the nursing home, how can 
they vote?

A resident of the Oakes Public 
School District who resides in a 
long-term care facility can vote by 
absentee ballot through Wednes-
day, March 13, or in person on 
Election Day (Thursday, March 
14). A resident will need to pro-

vide a Long Term Care Certificate 
to vote by absentee ballot or in 
person, unless they have a valid 
form of identification. The long-
term care facility can provide a 
Long Term Care Certificate and 
help a resident complete the cer-
tificate for voting purposes. For 
more information on absentee 
voting in this special election, visit 
OurSchoolOurFuture.org/vote.

3. How do I vote if I am a col-
lege student who is not cur-
rently living at home?

If you are a college student 
who is living away from your per-
manent residence in the Oakes 
Public School District, you may 
vote by absentee ballot. Your pri-
mary address on an acceptable 
form of identification must be in 
the Oakes Public School District 
to vote in this special election. An 
absentee ballot allows you to vote 
by mail or return your absentee 
ballot in person to the Oakes Pub-
lic School District Office. You can 
download an absentee ballot ap-
plication at OurSchoolOurFuture.
org/resources or contact Shan-
non Jepson at shannon.jepson@
k12.nd.us or 701-742-3242, Ext. 
145. Absentee ballot applica-
tions can be emailed to shannon.
jepson@k12.nd.us or mailed to 
Oakes Public School, 804 Main 
Avenue, Oakes, ND 58474. All 
absentee ballots must be either 
postmarked or hand delivered to 
the Oakes Public School District 
Office by Wednesday, March 13. 
Please allow sufficient time for 
mail delivery.




